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The question, What books shall I buy to aid me in my 
study ? is one which is constantly raised by the student of the 
Bible. This question is all the more important because in many 
cases the number of books that can be bought is limited. Even 
ministers — perhaps we should say ministers especially — to whom 
books are tools almost as indispensable as are hammer and saw 
to the carpenter, are often compelled to limit themselves to a 
very few of the books which they would be glad to have. Let 
us, in the first instance, suppose the case of a Bible student, some- 
what fully trained, and ambitious to do thorough and substantial 
work, but compelled to be very limited in his purchase of books. 
What books shall he buy ? 



In another part of this issue there is quoted the testimony of 
Bishop Westcott to the preeminent value of the lexicon and the 
grammar, and, still more, of the concordance in the study of the 
New Testament. What is the significance of this testimony ? 
Certainly, Bishop Westcott is not thinking of the concordance 
merely as an index for finding a passage, the location of which 
has slipped the student's mind. He undoubtedly has in mind 
the employment of the concordance for the purpose of examin- 
ing the whole list of passages containing a given word. In other 
words, he refers to the task of ascertaining the meaning of a 
word by a purely inductive process. It is certainly a significant 
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fact that a scholar who has all the wealth of immense libraries at 
his command, nevertheless declares that he has obtained his most 
valuable results by the use of two books, a concordance of the 
New Testament and a concordance of the Septuagint (the Greek 
texts to which these concordances refer are of course taken for 
granted), and testifies if the student will add to these but two 
others, a grammar and a lexicon, "he will find that he has at his 
command a fruitful field of investigation which yields to every 
effort fresh signs of the inexhaustible wealth of the 'Written 
Word.' " Is there not in the testimony of this most competent 
witness a suggestion to the Bible student who is perplexed to 
know how, with but little money to spend in books, he may make 
the best use of that little ? Let him, having a Greek Testament 
or a Hebrew Bible, or both, provide himself with a concordance 
of the original text, and begin a faithful inductive study of some 
of the great words of the Bible. Let him take, for example, 
such terms as righteousness, holiness, sin, repentance, forgive- 
ness ; or such as heart, soul, flesh, spirit, or any one of a multi- 
tude more. Let him take each word by itself, and study with 
care every passage in which the word is contained, endeavoring 
by a faithful examination of the context to determine what the 
exact meaning of the word is. Let him note the result of this 
examination of each passage, and after comparison and revision 
and re-comparison, sum up the results of his work in a definition 
of the word ; or, if it prove to have several meanings, in an 
analytical tabulation of the various meanings. The student who 
will patiently pursue this method with some of the great words 
of the Bible, will certainly find himself busy for a time, and if 
Bishop Westcott is right he will be most profitably employed. 



But why is this kind of study of preeminent value ? In the 
first place, because it is a study of the ultimate elements of 
biblical thought. The student does not undertake to grasp the 
whole of a book at once, still less a system of thought built on 
the Bible. Instead, he lays hold upon the separate elements of 
the biblical thought, and concentrating attention on these, one 
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by one, gains a firm hold upon them. Archbishop Trench has 
somewhere said that "the words of the New Testament are 
eminently the elements (otoix*"*) of Christian theology, and he 
who will not begin with a patient study of these, shall never 
make any considerable, least of all any secure advances in this ; 
for here, as elsewhere, sure disappointment awaits him who 
thinks to possess the whole without first possessing the parts of 
which that whole is composed." 

In the second place this method enables the student to work 
independently and at first hand. Here he can make real original 
investigation at first sources, and, free from all a priori presuppo- 
sitions, can proceed in purely inductive fashion on the basis of 
the ultimate facts. Other advantages could be spoken of, but 
these are sufficient for the present. 

This method of study is of course one which can be pursued 
to best advantage only by the student who has at least some 
knowledge of Greek and Hebrew. Subject to some limitation it 
may however be pursued fruitfully, in the case of the New Testa- 
ment at least, by the use of a concordance of the Revised Ver- 
sion. 

But there is another method of study which requires an even 
less expensive outfit than this which we have just referred to 
and which can be pursued to advantage without appeal to the 
Greek or Hebrew. The study of each book of the Bible as a 
whole is indispensable to any thorough study of the Bible and it 
is possible to the student who has only an English Bible. True 
as it is that the whole cannot be possessed without first possess- 
ing the parts, it is hardly less true in interpretation that the parts 
cannot be possessed without first possessing the whole. The 
book cannot indeed be understood till we know the meaning of 
the words. But it is also true that we shall often miss the mean- 
ing of the words — certainly of the sentence — unless we take in 
the thought of the book as a whole. To this broad study of a 
book as a whole a knowledge of the historical situation out of 
which the book arose is a great help, if it is not an indispensable 
aid. And for this a few books are needed. Yet it is often the 
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very book under consideration that is our chief source of infor- 
mation respecting this historical situation, and next to this in 
value are other books of the Bible. So that while at this point 
books are greatly desirable, yet even here much good work can 
be done with little other help than that which the Bible itself 
affords, and can be done morever in a genuinely independent 
fashion. 

Thus it appears that there are at least two ways of studying 
the Bible, both scholarly, and, if the student choose to make 
them so, thoroughly independent and inductive, for neither of 
which is an extensive library required. The Bible student who 
is possessed of a Hebrew Bible and a Greek New Testament and 
can read them, who has concordances of both, and an English 
Bible for rapid reading, has at his hand the tools for much of the 
very best and most scholarly work that can be done on the Bible 
by any one, however amply equipped. Other books are certainly 
desirable ; it is difficult to restrain the pen from naming others 
that seem almost indispensable. But substantial and fruitful work 
can be done with these books. Such work will far surpass in 
value that which will be done by the student who, feeding on the 
multitude of digested and re-digested compends and populariza- 
tions, never himself reaches the foundations of biblical thought, 
never drinks at the fountain head. 



The student of the Bible after the fashion just indicated 
is also receiving in this study the very best training for the judi- 
cious buying of other helps to further work. He is not only 
cultivating the right method in investigation, he is also develop- 
ing the sense for the best books in the line of fruitful investigation. 
The man who uses books which contain results, popular compends 
of achieved knowledge in the sphere which he proposes to ex- 
amine, comes to require such books in every sphere of his study. 
He loses the power to use a thoroughly scientific book which is 
helpful largely because its use demands the student's best thought. 
It is not too much to say that the demand for the "manual," the 
"primer," the collections of "thoughts," "illustrations," etc. — a 
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great demand, to judge by the ever-increasing supply — is a sign 
of the decay of really scholarly habits among biblical students. It 
would be more deplorable were the other fact not equally patent 
that never before were so many thoroughly good books for biblical 
study produced and sold as at the present time. Be this as it 
may, the point to be emphasized is this, that the man who buys 
popular compends will find himself constrained to buy them in 
ever-increasing numbers or fall hopelessly in the rear, while the 
student of the Bible and its concordances finds himself intuitively 
feeling after those works which go to the root of the matter and 
guide him to the freshest and most fruitful results because they 
stimulate him to the closest study and subject him to the severest 
discipline. Ministers who want to know the most and the best 
in the biblical sphere do not need more books but better books, 
or rather they need to make the right use of the few books they 
possess as the most efficient means to guide them in the purchase 
of others. 



